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Budget showdown looms as 


BY DALE DENWALT 
Capitol Bureau 
ddenwalt@oklahoman.com 


A $132 million funding bill — 
that if approved would all but 
end the state budget crisis — is 
headed for a final vote in the 
Oklahoma Legislature. 

It advanced Tuesday from 
the House and Senate Joint 
Committees on Appropriations 
and Budget. It can be heard in 


Big numbers 
for Brown 


Marquise Brown’s big 
numbers are overshadowing 
his diminutive stature. 


REACHING MORE THAN 475,000 PEOPLE EACH DAY 


both chambers and sent to Gov. 
Mary Fallin’s deskthis week. 
“Pm imploring Republican 
and Democratic House mem- 
bers to vote for this measure ... 
so that we help fill our budget 
hole for the current fiscal year 
as well as put Oklahoma on a 
more stable budget path,” Fal- 
lin said in a prepared statement 
Tuesday. “This bill allows us 
to address the funding of core 
services going forward. This 


Profits surge 


Continental Resources Inc. generated a profit 

of $10.6 million in the third quarter — 

up 17 percent from year-ago 
levels. 


also provides much-needed 
pay raises for public school 
teachers and includes pay 
raises for our hard-working 
state employees as well as tax 
relief for low-income Oklaho- 
mans. 

“Let’s prove to Oklahomans 
that we can solve our difficult 
budget problem and move our 
state forward.” 

The measure, known as 
House Bill 1054, is identical 


Oklahoma City curbs 
panhandling restrictions 
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What does this mean 
for pending lawsuit? 


BY WILLIAM CRUM 
Staff Writer | wcrum@oklahoman.com 


Tuesday’s vote by the Oklahoma City Council 
to roll back restrictions on panhandlers appeared 
insufficient to settle a federal lawsuit over the 
city’s anti-panhandling ordinance. 

Mayor Mick Cornett told the council Tuesday 
morning that the city had an offer to settle the 
lawsuit, and council members discussed it for 


SEE COUNCIL, 2A 


TODAY’S PRAYER Business 1C Life 1D 
O God, let us come to You when Classified 1E Opinion 14A 
we are burdened and weary. You Comics 6E Sports 1B 

Deaths 11A Stocks 5C 


will give us rest. Amen. 


A DELTA DENTAL 


Delta Dental PPO - No Max is the newest offering from Oklahoma’s leading dental 


benefits provider. 


With Delta Dental PPO - No Max, enrollees have the security they can receive dental care 
when it is needed, without the concern of exceeding an annual maximum. 

Reassurance of an unlimited annual maximum is coupled with the state’s largest network of 
PPO dentists and Delta Dental of Oklahoma’s commitment to superior customer service. 


Learn more at DeltaDentalOK.org/RelaxNoMax 


Frank Gibbs sells the 
Curbside Chronicle at 
the intersection of NW 
23 and Broadway on 
Tuesday. Gibbs said he 
follows current laws 
regarding soliciting 
funds at city intersec- 
tions. He explained he 
sells from the sidewalk 
nearest the street, and 
was emphatic in the 
fact he “never sells on 
the median.” 

[PHOTOS BY JIM BECKEL, 
THE OKLAHOMAN] 
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s tax hike moves ahead 


to House Bill 1035, a measure 
advanced by the Senate on 
Monday as the “last chance” 
before budget cuts are nec- 
essary. Because lawmakers 
haven’t yet found a solution, 
the three state agencies most 
affected by a mid-year loss of 
$215 million have already begun 
the process to shut down pro- 
grams and services. 


SEE SHOWDOWN, 2A 


Many OKC 
schools flunk 
on teacher 
retention 


BY TIM WILLERT 
Staff Writer 
twillert@oklahoman.com 


Oklahoma City Public 
Schools retained fewer teach- 
ers at schools with first- or 
second-year principals than 
sites with more experienced 
leadership, data provided by 
the district shows. 

Overall, the district retained 
72 percent of certified staff, 
including classroom teach- 
ers, according to data collected 
between May 31 and Aug. 1. 

Several elementary schools, 
however, posted much lower 
retention rates, including 
Thelma Parks (15 percent); Tel- 
star (39 percent); Greystone 
(43 percent); North Highland 
(46 percent); and Green Pas- 
tures (47 percent). 

Six other schools retained 
fewer than 6o percent of cer- 
tified staff, which includes 
emergency certified teach- 
ers, certified substitutes, 
media specialists and coun- 
selors. Those schools are F.D. 
Moon Academy (52 percent); 
Edwards Elementary (55 per- 
cent); Oakridge Elementary 
(56 percent); Capitol Hill Ele- 
mentary (58 percent); North- 
east Academy (58 percent) and 
Stand Watie Elementary (59 
percent). 

All but two of those schools 
began the current school year 
with a new principal. Green Pas- 
tures brought in a new principal 
last year. The district recently 
placed Northeast Principal Sue 
Starr on paid administrative 
leave following a student protest. 

School board member Ruth 
Veales represents six schools 
in northeast Oklahoma City 
and Spencer with high teacher 
turnover, including Thelma 
Parks and Telstar. Veales said 
constant change affects stabil- 
ity among children who come 
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